
Mayday / Distress
USE FOR GRAVE AND IMMINENT DANGER

SailingKSF

Emergency Card 1

BOAT NAME CALL SIGN

MMSI VHF CHANNEL

MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY

This is 

Position: 

Nature of distress: 

Assistance required: 

Persons on board: 

BOAT TYPE / LENGTH / COLOR EXTRA INFORMATION

DSC: If fitted and configured, lift cover and press/hold DISTRESS according to your radio manual. Then make

the voice call on VHF 16.

16



Pan-Pan / Urgent
USE FOR URGENT HELP, NOT YET IMMEDIATE DANGER TO LIFE

SailingKSF

Emergency Card 2

PAN-PAN, PAN-PAN, PAN-PAN

All stations / Coast station: 

This is: 

Position: 

Problem: 

Request: 

POSITION READ FROM POSITION FORMAT USED

NEAREST SAFE PLACE / HARBOR LOCAL EMERGENCY NUMBER

If the situation becomes grave and immediate, upgrade to Mayday. It is better to call early and update later

than to call too late.



Call Type Reminder
MAYDAY, PAN-PAN, SECURITE AND NORMAL CALLS

SailingKSF

Emergency Card 3

Call Use when

Mayday Grave and imminent danger. Immediate assistance needed.

Pan-Pan Urgent problem. Serious, but not yet immediate danger to life.

Securite Safety information for other vessels: hazard, weather, navigation warning.

Normal call Routine contact: marina, bridge, another vessel, advice or non-urgent traffic.

Normal call example:

, this is 

On channel 

. Over.

Securite example:

SECURITE, SECURITE, SECURITE

All stations, all stations, all stations. This is 

Position / area: 

Safety message: 

Keep the message short. Say who you are, where you are, what the problem or message is, and what you

need.



Vessel Details
FILL BEFORE THE PASSAGE

SailingKSF

Emergency Card 4

BOAT NAME CALL SIGN

MMSI FLAG / COUNTRY

TYPE / RIG LENGTH / HULL COLOR

SAIL NUMBER / MARKINGS PERSONS NORMALLY ABOARD

MEDICAL OR SPECIAL NOTES

 Liferaft  EPIRB  PLB  AIS MOB

 Flares  Radar reflector  Handheld VHF  Satellite device



Emergency Gear And Contacts
MAKE THE IMPORTANT THINGS EASY TO FIND

SailingKSF

Emergency Card 5

HANDHELD VHF LOCATION EPIRB / PLB LOCATION

LIFERAFT / GRAB BAG LOCATION FIRST AID LOCATION

MAIN BATTERY SWITCH GAS SHUTOFF

BILGE PUMP SWITCHES EMERGENCY TILLER LOCATION

SHORE CONTACT 1 PHONE / EMAIL

SHORE CONTACT 2 PHONE / EMAIL

First crew jobs: lifejackets on, one person on radio, one person on helm/lookout, one person on the problem

if crew is available. Keep position, people count and problem description current.



Position And Passage Notes
USEFUL INFORMATION BEFORE MAKING A CALL

SailingKSF

Emergency Card 6

DEPARTURE / DESTINATION PASSAGE PLAN FILED WITH

NORMAL WATCH / CONTACT INTERVAL NEAREST COASTGUARD / RESCUE STATION

LOCAL HARBOR / MARINA CHANNEL BACKUP POSITION SOURCE

LAST KNOWN GOOD POSITION / TIME

NOTES FOR CREW

If using a phone, satellite messenger or app, write down how to unlock it and where the charger/power bank

is stored. In an emergency, the simplest written detail can save time.
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